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The Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 witnessed the largest tank battles seen since World War II, notably

between India&apos;s British-made Centurion Mk 7s and the American-made M48 Pattons fielded

by Pakistan. Following nearly two decades of tensions and sporadic conflict between India and

Pakistan, in August 1965 several thousand Pakistani soldiers entered the disputed territory of

Kashmir disguised as local civilians, to which India responded with a successful ground assault.

After a week of fighting, India&apos;s 1st "Black Elephant" Armoured Division launched an offensive

toward Sialkot, where it rebuffed Pakistan&apos;s 6th Armoured Division, which suffered

considerable tank losses. The ensuing battle at Chawinda on 14-16 September 1965 would

demonstrate that the Centurion, with its 20 pdr gun and heavier armour, generally proved superior

to the faster, lighter but overly complex Patton, mounting a 90mm main gun; however, the latter

performed exceedingly well in the Sialkot sector, exacting a disproportionately heavy toll on its

Indian opponents.Featuring full-colour artwork, expert analysis and absorbing combat accounts, this

is the story of the clash between the Centurion and the M48 Patton in the massed armour battles of

the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965.
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M48 vs Centurion: Indo-Pakistani War 1965 by David R. HigginsThe Indo-Pakistani War of 1965

featured the largest tank battles seen up to that point since the Second World War. However, these

battles would soon be eclipsed in size and in the popular consciousness by the armored battles of



the Arab-Israeli wars of 1967 and 1973. While much ink has been spilled regarding the tank battle of

the Arab-Israeli wars, far less has been written about the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965. Fortunately,

author David Higgins seeks to fill the void with his new entry in the Osprey Duel series with M48

Patton vs Centurion: Indo-Pakistani War 1965.While the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 may have

some superficial similarities to the more well-known Arab-Israeli wars, there are some important

differences. While M48 Patton tanks and Centurion tanks were used in both conflicts, in the

Arab-Israeli wars both of these tanks were operated by the Israelis against Soviet built Arab

operated tanks. The Indo-Pakistani war of 1965 features U.S. built Patton tanks lined up against

British Centurion tanks, making it one of the few examples of a postwar armor conflict featuring

Western built tanks on both sides. The other noticeable difference between the two conflicts was

that the difference in crew training and quality was not nearly as pronounced in the Indo-Pakistani

war as it was between Arab and Israeli forces.The format of the book follows the same pattern as

earlier Osprey Duel books and is Mr. Higgins fifth book in the series. A good deal of technical

information is presented about both tanks, as is the norm in this series. While there are considerable

differences between the two tanks, it becomes clear that they are fairly well matched adversaries.
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